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Principal’s Message
Welcome to Vasse Primary School, an Independent Public School.

Situated in the town site of Vasse, our school boasts a rich history spanning back to the mid 1800’s.
The Vasse region has grown with two housing developments increasing enrolments in excess of 750 students.

‘Multiple Intelligences’ challenge schools to meet the individual needs of all learners, unlocking the talents, gifts
and potential of each and every student with whose successful development we’re entrusted. We support parents
in wanting the very best for their children.

As educators at Vasse we want our children to be academically robust; significantly astute; physically sound;
artistically creative; morally and ethically prepared; self-reliant and independent in their learning; technologically
adept; media-wise; globally and environmentally aware.

The challenge of meeting the needs of tomorrow’s young adults is impressively met at Vasse Primary.
We have an experienced, well-qualified, enthusiastic body of staff; outstanding specialists in Music, Art,
Dance/Drama, and Physical Education: attractive grounds and buildings; excellent teaching and learning resources;
and the energy and will to help children joyfully discover and develop their potential.

The best we can achieve for each child will be the result of partnerships; strong relationships between staff, students
and parents, but also with other schools, local businesses, service organisations and other government and non-
government organisations.

Working together we can achieve success which results in lifelong learning. At school we build on the foundation
laid by parents and we encourage parents and carers to become actively involved in school life. Parents can
assist partnership by ensuring their child is fully equipped to take full advantage of all that is offered at school.
Please encourage and talk to your child as much as possible.

We look forward to a happy and productive year.

Sinan Kerimofski

Principal
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Our History

The present site of the Vasse Primary School has been in use since 1884,
when a stone building was erected as a classroom.

However, schooling began in the area in 1845, at Elijah Dawson’s Westbrook
property. In the 1850’s and 60’s, Elijah was aided in this task by American
sailors’” wives who were based on shore for a year or so at a time, as he was
often called away to his duties as police constable.

Research has indicated that we can claim that our school became a public
school in 1869.

The federation red weatherboard room (Heritage Room) was built in 1895 and a stone building, now demolished
became the teacher’s quarters.

In 1904, the school was renamed Newtown.
With numbers in decline, the school was closed from August 1930 until June 1932, and was re-named Vasse in 1938.
The cream weatherboard building adjacent to the Heritage Room was transported from Treeton in 1961.

After the Junior block was built in 1981, the Education Department wished to demolish the 1895 Heritage Room.
However, a concerted effort by the community restored the building and saved it for us to admire and use, thus
preserving a unique piece of southwest rural history in our school.

The traditional rural setting and modern facilities of this progressive campus promotes education in a collaborative
community environment, which will provide learning Programs that will meet the needs of students in the 21st
century and respond to a changing society.

This will be achieved through the development of a responsive, inclusive and innovative curriculum, one which
consciously seeks to provide for the educational needs of all.

Vasse Primary School became an Independent Public School (IPS) in 2013.
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Assemblies

Our Assemblies are held every Monday during term (except Week 5) and start at 8:50am. Due to the number of
students we divide our weekly assemblies into individual Senior or Junior assembly (held in the undercover area)
or a whole school combined assembly held either on the bitumen area behind next to the Wicked Patch Kitchen
Garden (behind the Heritage Room) or in the Quad. Additionally, Special assemblies are held from time to time to
commemorate special events.

Each assembly is hosted by a class and/or student councillors. Class hosting dates are listed in the newsletter and
available under ‘Calendar’ on our website. Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Attendance

Student attendance at school is crucial to ensure your child has the best chance of learning. Please provide the school
with explanations of absence for your children. Your children’s records of attendance, along with identification of
absences that have and have not been explained, are maintained on the electronic Schools Information System
and are checked regularly by the school. An Absentee notification can be made to school by phone, through the
Absentee Button at the top of the homepage on our school website www.vasseps.wa.edu.au, or a written note
to the teacher explaining why the student was away.

Under Education Department Regulations, absence from school should only be for illness, or medical and dental
appointments. Absences for all other purposes are generally discouraged. Please contact the school if you intend
taking your child out of school for any other reason.

If you are collecting your child during school hours, please ensure you firstly come to the Administration office to
sign out a Leave Pass for Partial Absence from School.

It is policy that assighments or worksheets are not prepared in advance for children going on holidays, although
teachers will indicate areas that will be covered while the child is away.

Behaviour - PBS- Positive Behaviour Support (School Wide)

Vasse Primary School began implementing PBS in 2012 with the purpose of establishing, a safe, supportive and
positive learning environment.

THREE expectations have been negotiated.
1. Be RESPONSIBLE 2. Be RESPECTFUL 3. Be your BEST

PBS places a major focus on prevention, and the following key elements help to create a safe, positive and productive
learning environment:

e We explicitly teach our expectations to provide students with the skills and understandings to reinforce the
high standards of the expectations.

e The expectations for all students are clear throughout the school.

e Our expectations specifically address bullying behaviours, provide for a safer school environment and give
more time for instruction.

e By detailing expected behaviours and teaching these to students in a
positive way, we provide a common language for everyone at Vasse
Primary School.

e We give students feedback for displaying the expected behaviour
via “Superslips” in the playground, “Dojo” points in class, weekly
Merit Certificates and verbal recognition. Parents of students who
demonstrate notably positive behaviour receive notification.

In 2019, Vasse Primary School implemented the RULER program, which encourages
emotional intelligence through explicitly teaching students to Recognise, Understand,
Label, Express and Regulate their emotions appropriately.

Glad Inspired

Amused Focused

Satisfied Pleased

We respond to unproductive behaviour through conferencing, reflection sheets
eoang| e | (accompanied by reflection time/ time out) re-teach sessions and through our RULER
Program using blueprints and teaching meta-moments. Information is recorded on the
School Information System (SIS). Parents are contacted, in writing, to notify them of the
maughtiul compesed.  Offences and consequences incurred.

Relaxed Secure
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Behaviour Exectations

Be RESPONSIBLE Be RESPECTFUL Be your BEST

* Be on time * Follow instructions * Set and work towards goals
§ * Look after equipment * Whole body listening * Resolve conflicts sensibly
5 * Play safely * Use good manners- Please, * Be honest
n * Put rubbish in the correct bin thank you, excuse me * Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
% - general rubbish, food waste, * Treat others as you would like « Be emotionally and self-
= plastics, paper/cardboard/ to be treated aware
= metal, worm food bucket.  Take turns

* Eat your own food and be nut | .« Use kind words

aware * Be aware of other people’s
moods and emotions

* Be organised and ready to * Co-operate * Ask for help when needed

learn * Get permission to use * Stay on task and aim to finish
é’ * Start work quickly equipment belonging to your work
S * Be tidy others * Save energy and turn off
= * Monitor your mood/emotions lights when leaving a room
o * Ask for permission before * Recognise the best emotion
[w} entering a classroom and for the learning outcome

enter calmly

* Stay in school boundaries * Include others in games * Sit in eating area at lunchtime
* Follow the rules of the play * Be respectful of others and and reduce plastic in your
v areas their games lunch box.
et *Share and put away * Walk around gardens, use *Walk on the bricks
:f equipment paths and look after plants * Leave toilets clean and visit in
S * Wear a school hat « Only Year 6 students in the breaks (turn off dripping taps)
2 « Seek man-made shelter when Secret Garden * Take 3 for the Sea
8 it's raining
* Make appropriate emotional
decisions
* Keep personal passwords * Follow the technology * Take personal technology to
safe agreement that was signed the office

* Print with permission
* Use appropriate sites
* Look after devices

Technology

= | °Go tothe Under Cover area * Walk bikes, scooters etc. on * After school go straight to
%9 before 8:30am school grounds and store at where you need to be
=~1| - Stay seated in your bus line the bike racks
Hg =1| *Wear school uniform *Wear your helmet
=

<

S:\AdminShared\All Staff\STUDENT SERVICES\PBS\2020 PBS Expectations A3 Poster.pdf
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Canteen

The school canteen operates on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Our canteen offers online ordering
through https://quickclig.com.au/ Please sign up and follow the instructions to place your order. Online orders
close 8:30am on the day.

Manual ordering is also available and must be made before school, should be written on a paper bag and the money
securely enclosed. Paper bags are available outside the canteen. The child’s name and room number must be clearly
marked. Parent volunteers are essential to ensure the canteen continues to operate. We encourage parents to
please contact the canteen staff if you would like to be of assistance. The current canteen menu will be available on
our website or from the canteen.

The canteen committee is a sub committee of the P&C and welcomes new volunteers, especially if you are interested
in having a say in the canteen menu.

Chaplain Support

School chaplains make a valuable contribution to the social, emotional and spiritual wellbeing of school communities
across Western Australia. This might include support and guidance about ethics, values, relationships and helping
students engage with the broader community. Our school is fortunate to host a chaplain for three days a week. The
chaplain’s focus is in non-denominational pastoral care. The chaplain coordinates our Ed Connect School Mentoring
Program and Monday’s Breakfast Club Program.

Conflict Resolution

Most school problems can be resolved by making an appointment to discuss them with your child’s teacher. Not
only is it a courtesy to always make this your first step in resolving a problem, by doing so you will also be complying
with the disputes and complaints policy:

School Level Resolution
Stage 1: DISCUSSION WITH STAFF MEMBER.

Contact your class teacher or other relevant staff member to discuss your complaint. This is best
done by making an appointment through the school office. The staff will work with you to resolve
the problem.

Stage 2: REVIEW OR INVESTIGATION AT THE SCHOOL LEVEL.

Contact the Principal who will work with you and the staff member to resolve the problem. You may
wish to formalise your complaint. To do this, you may write to the principal who will acknowledge
the complaint with a written reply as soon as possible, even if a resolution is not available at this
stage. The Principal will consider the issue and identify what action is to be taken and by when, and
will clarify the process if a formal complaint is to proceed. The Principal may seek the support of the
Manager of District Operations or other relevant district staff.

Curriculum

Vasse Primary School staff base their delivery of curriculum on the Western Australian Curriculum. They do this
through the provision of a wide range of learning experiences developed by the school as Whole School Programs.
These Programs cover the following learning areas:

e English

e Mathematics

e Science & Technology

e The Humanities

e PBS (Positive Behaviour Support)

e Specialist Learning - Physical Education, Music, Art, Dance & Drama.

Dental Van - Mobile School Dental Service

All Primary School children are eligible to attend the mobile Dental Van
during the school year. The care includes routine dental examinations or
check-ups, oral health advice, extractions, fillings, X-rays and fissure sealants.
To locate the Dental Van please contact the school front office or call the Dental Van
directly on 0418 269 234.

‘Preparing for the future’ 7.
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Interm Swimming Classes

All children from Pre Primary - Year 6 are expected to attend Interm swimming lessons. The Years 4-6 will have
lessons at the Busselton beach foreshore in Term 1 during Weeks 2 and 3.

In Term 3 students from Pre Primary - Year 3 lessons will be held at the Geographe Leisure Centre (GLC) from
Week 6 through to Week 9. Parents will be advised of dates via our newsletter and the school website calendar.

Lost Property

The LOST PROPERTY TUB is located on the verandah outside Room 7. Unlabelled items will be placed here.
Please ask your child to check the lost property tub regularly. All named/labelled clothing will be handed back by
Room 7 students.

Medical Records - Students

Parents/carers may need to complete a Student Health Care Summary and/or a Management/Emergency Response
Plan for your child’s particular health need. Please ensure your child’s Student Health Care records are kept up to
date by informing the front office of any changes.

Medication at School

Please provide all necessary medication for your child to the front office. This includes asthma puffers,
Epipens, Panadol, etc. The medication must be clearly labelled with the child’s name and provided in
packaging from the pharmacy or the manufacturer. Documentation must be signed and dated by a
parent or carer and provided to the school with the medication.

Student Medical/Authorisation to Administer Medication forms are available at the front office and online to
download at www.vasseps.wa.edu/useful-links/downloads/download-category/medical/. Except in an extreme
emergency, (e.g. unexpected anaphylaxis), medication can only be administered by school staff if appropriate
documentation has been completed by parents/carers. This applies to both prescribed and non-prescribed
medication.

Messages for students

Phone messages from parent/guardian to students need to be called through to the school no later than 2:30pm
to guarantee message delivery to the classroom.

Mobile Phones

Students are not permitted to use mobile phones at school. If they need to bring them to school they are either to
be handed over to the teacher or at the Administration office. Parents should be aware of the possibility of cyber
bullying and keep appropriate track of their child’s phone use.

Music Tuition

Year 5 students have the opportunity to be selected for our Specialist Music Program. Please see our Music Specialist
for more information.

Newsletter

Our fortnightly newsletter is published on Friday of Week 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9 of each term. This informative newsletter
contains photos and articles of the school’s activities. The eNewsletter is distributed through email and the
school’s website. Please ensure we have your correct email address. A hard copy is available for review on the three
notice boards around school and at the front office

Parent help and volunteers

The school benefits enormously from having parents involved in various ways. Parents can build relationships with
the staff and gain and insight into the operation of the school, and students really enjoy having their parents take
an interest in their activities. Our staff greatly appreciate the support of parents and communicating with them on
a personal level.

Each year parents help us in many different ways, including volunteering to assist at classroom level, covering
books, helping at busy bees, and preparing food at the canteen. Parents attending any overnight camps will need a
working with children’s check.
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Parents and Citizens

This parent organisation provides a vital link between parents and the school. Meetings are held monthly and dates
are noted in the school newsletter and VPS Website under Calendar .

The P & C serves two main functions:
e |tis aforum to allow parents to be involved in discussing issues important to the school
e |tis a major source of funding for school facilities not covered by the Education Department

Parents have the opportunity to keep in touch with and influence what is happening in the school by having an input
into the monthly meetings at which all parents are welcome.

Parents with children in the school for the first time are most welcome at P & C meetings, and they are encouraged
to take the opportunity to join when their child starts at Vasse Primary School. It is a great way to meet other
parents and to find out what is happening at school.

Parking and Student Drop off / Pick up

The kiss and drop zone is an excellent location to drop off and pick students
up from school. Please be aware that rangers do patrol the area frequently
and will issue infringements for illegal parking. The Vasse Hall and tennis
club carpark are also convenient locations for parking.

The staff car park is for school employees only. You may use the staff car
park if you have an interview with a member of the Vasse staff. It is a safety
issue if these car parks are used for students being delivered or picked up
from school.

Personal Items List

To assist your child to do his/her best, parents are requested to ensure that children have all items listed on our
Personal Items list for your child’s specific year group. Copies are available for download online via the school
website or from the Administration office. Our supplies list specify certain items which have been selected by
teachers to assist in your child’s education.

Please assist by purchasing the specified items, to allow uniformity of instruction. If your child doesn’t have an
essential item of equipment, it’s a disadvantage to learning. Please provide your child with all the tools for a
successful year in 2020.

School Board

Our school annually forms a School Board, the members of which are drawn from parents of students at the school,
members of the general community, and staff of the school. The board is formally accountable to the Minister of
Education, and its functions include:

e Review and endorse the School Business Plan

¢ Ratifying financial arrangements necessary to fund the business plan

e Evaluating the school’s performance in achieving targets set in the Business Plan

e Approval of a code of conduct i.e. discipline policy

e Determining a dress code for the school

e Marketing

e Approve fees and charges

e Determining sponsorship and advertising
The board is strictly focused on strategic functioning of the school not the daily operational functions.

School Buses

Please be sure to let us know if your child is to catch the bus to and from school. If there will be any changes to your
child’s routine — i.e. If you choose to pick up your child on a particular day, please let your child’s Teacher or the
Front Office know in writing.

In the afternoons, all bus children are taken from the classroom to the bus area by the teacher assistant.

For all bus enquiries please contact either Public Transport Authority 9326 2784 or Swan Transit: 9753 7500.

‘Preparing for the future’ 9.



-~

School Hours

TIME BREAKS

BI
'ONSIBL

8.45 am First Bell
8.50 am Classes commence
11-11.25am Morning Recess
12.55-1.20 pm Lunchtime Play Break
1.20-1.35pm Lunchtime Eating Break
3.05pm Classes conclude gthtr >

BE YOUR
Please note: Parents are requested to ensure children do not arrive at - BEST

school before 8.30am except on scheduled bus services.

School Payments

School payments can be made in the front office during office hours Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm.
Cash, Cheque, EFTPOS and Direct Debit payments accepted.

Acct Name: Vasse Primary School

BSB: 016-580 Acct# 3409 14888 Reference: Family Name (very important)

Please Note: Direct debit payments need to be made 2 days prior to due date to ensure payment is processed and
received in a timely manner.

School Psychologist and School Nurse

Our School Psychologist and School Nurse visit the school regularly. Parents who wish to contact either of these
people can do so by telephoning the Busselton Health Centre on 9754 0619 or the school’s front office to schedule
an appointment.

School Term Dates 2020

SEMESTER | TERM STARTS PUPIL FREE DAYS

Monday 3™ February Friday 9t April (School Development Days)
! 2 Monday 28" April Friday 3™ July Friday 29* May
3 Monday 20t July Friday 25t September Monday 24 August
2 4 Monday 12t" October Thursday 17" December Monday 2"¢ November

Student Leaders
At the beginning of each year, students nominate for Student Councillor and/or Faction Captains

Selected students will participate in the GRIP leadership course. The leadership strategies learnt during the course
will be supported throughout the year by the school.

Uniform Suppliers

Our school uniform supplier is UNIFORM CONCEPTS Busselton Super Store
located at 33 Bussell Highway, West Busselton WA 6280.

Opening Hours: Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:30am - 5pm and Saturday 9am - 1pm
tel: 08 9270 4663 ¢ eMail: busselton@uc.nellgray.com.au e www.nellgray.com.au

The Busselton Super Store stocks a full range of uniforms for all our local schools. Cash & EFTPOS payments
accepted. Online ordering and lay-by facilities available.

Check www.vasseps.wa.edu.au/download/2630/ to download the latest VPS Uniform Order Form.

10.
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Uniform Policy

At Vasse Primary School we are very proud of our school and its heritage. Students are expected to take pride
in their appearance. The quality of their work is directly related to a sense of belonging. School uniforms help to
establish the sense of personal pride we are seeking and are easy for parents to manage on a day to day basis.

Vasse Primary School has created a dress code that we believe is fair and in the best interests of all. The code is in
line with the Department of Education’s recommendations and follows clear guidelines.

This Uniform Policy is endorsed by the School Board as a school policy. Copies
can be downloaded from the school website. We would appreciate your support
in the application of this policy as we feel it is important to school morale and
pride.

Our Uniform consists of;
e School logo Black bucket hat.
e School logo Black/White polo shirt.
e School uniform black micromesh shorts.
e School logo Zip Jacket.
¢ School logo black track pants (blue/white piping).
e School logo faction shirts (Green, Red, Blue, Gold).
e School uniform black Zina skirt.
¢ Plain black tights/stockings (no coloured stitching, motifs or additions).
e School uniform dress (blue chequered).

Footwear
e Black shoes are recommended as part of the main uniform.
e White “sneakers” are recommended for sport.
e Sandals are acceptable.

Hat Policy

The school has a responsibility to encourage the safe use of headwear and the
hat policy will be in place during the months that contain an “r” (i.e. February).

It is now compulsory for all students to wear a hat when playing on the oval during recess and lunch. Students
without a hat are required to play under cover or shade of a man made structure within play areas.

“w_1

Students are not required to wear a hat during the months that don’t contain an “r”’.

Special Events
There are several issues related to the wearing of uniforms in special circumstances.

For interschool sport and for faction carnivals students need to wear school or faction colours, as appropriate.
There may be different footwear requirements for various activities and appropriate directions will be given.

For public level presentations (e.g. Choir) children may have the privilege of participating but will need to wear
school uniform.

Attendance to school excursions requires uniforms to be worn to allow for easy identification of students.

Sanctions

Students not following the dress code will receive:
e A note to parents advising of inappropriate dress;
e Counselling from a designated staff member on the benefits of a dress code;

e Assistance/support in obtaining suitable clothing, if necessary; and a pass for an agreed length of time for
dress modification.

...continued over page
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Students who still do not comply with the school’s dress code will be denied the opportunity to represent their
school at:

e Official school activities;

e Choir performances;

¢ Interschool sports competitions;
e (Class excursions.

Other Matters
e Hair below shoulder length will need to be tied back.
e Make-up is not accepted at school.
e Jewellery - Earrings studs and sleepers acceptable. Bangles are NOT acceptable for safety reasons.
e Watches and “medic alert” bracelets are acceptable.

Whilst the school will actively encourage all aspects of school uniform, it will respect cultural and religious
exemptions. The school will implement strategies to acknowledge and promote individual and whole class wearing
of uniforms.

Families suffering financial difficulty in supporting the dress code may approach the Principal or P & C President
privately and in confidence. The Uniform Policy on school dress may be reviewed if the need arises.

Voluntary Contributions and Charges

Financial support from parents plays an important role in providing resources that extend learning opportunities
and experiences for all students attending Vasse Primary School. The continuing partnership between parents and
schools is vital, ensuring that all students receive a level of education which enables them to succeed in today’s
society. It is crucial to our school that we maintain this high level of support for our school.

Vasse Primary School Board has endorsed the schedule of Contributions and Charges which can be downloaded
from our school website.

Vasse Primary School offers other services that incur costs but are not directly related to the schools core business
such as uniforms, school photos, book club, and charitable collections (free dress days etc). These costs have not
been added to our schedule.

EFTPOS/Credit Card facilities are available and payment can be made at the front office or via internet banking.
The school will accept payment plans in advance of activities and encourages this budgeting approach.

We appreciate your ongoing financial support with the payment of Contributions and Changes as they will make a
significant difference to the quality of education we can provide for your child/children.

Website - www.vasseps.wa.edu.au

Please check out our website for the following information.
e Calendar - Important dates
e P&Cinformation
e Newsletter - the latest to flip through or download
e Events - coming up at school
e Gallery - Photos of our community

Plus...
e Absentee Button - click to notify admin of your child’s absence
e SMS - click to sign up to SMS messages directly to your phone
e Meet our Staff
e What we do
e Latest News

Useful Links - Downloads...
e \/PS Parent Handbook

e Personal Items & Booklists e Student Medical Forms
e Canteen Menu e Enrolment Application Forms
e Uniform Order Form e PBS Expectations Poster

12.



Important Contacts

Vasse Primary School

Front Office

Address

Mail

email

website

VPS Bank Details for direct credit

Parent Information Handbook 2020

(08) 9755 4122

17 Kaloorup Road VASSE WA 6280

P. O. Box 21 VASSE WA 6280
vasse.ps@education.wa.edu.au
www.vasseps.wa.edu.au

Acct Name: Vasse Primary School

BSB: 016-580 Acct No. 3409 14888
Reference: Family Name (very important)

Chaplain rae.witham@youthcare.org.au

Vasse P&C vassepnc.president@gmail.com
vassepnc.secretary@gmail.com

facebook: Vasse Primary School - Parents Support Group

P&C Bank Details for direct credit

Acct Name: VPS P&C Assoc Inc
BSB: 633-000 Acct No. 167-610-567
Reference: Surname (very important)

School Canteen
Online Orders

(08) 9755 4122
www.quickclig.com.au

UNIFORM CONCEPTS Busselton Super Store
Address

08 9270 4663
33 Bussell Highway, West Busselton WA 6280

email busselton@uc.nellgray.com.au
website www.nellgray.com .au

Dental Van 0418 269 234

Notes:

‘Preparing for the future’
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Be Respectful .

Be Responsible -

Be Your Best




